1784]        THE STRUGGLE WITH FOX
weakness of the Coalition now became daily more evider contents that were hidden during the months of seeming 1 broke forth as the prospect of defeat loomed large aheti tension of the past two months now gave way to a strang ness, resulting doubtless from the uncertainties of the si Fox relapsed into silence. Pitt rarely spoke and scarcely safed a reply to the smaller men who kept up the aimles In truth, the heavy-laden air at St. Stephen's gave pren signs of that portent in nature when songsters become in animals creep about with anxious restlessness under the of an oncoming eclipse.
The nation was now to give its verdict. On 24th Ms King dissolved Parliament. The Great Seal disappear* the house of the Lord Chancellor on that very morning; great efforts another was reatly by noon of the 25th. F< weeks the land had simmered with suspense. " Even wrote Horace Walpolc on isth March, "talk of noth politics," In truth, a time of new political fashions was ; The old having been discarded, very much deptmdei decided lead given by some of UK: leading constituencie:
For various reasons men looked eagerly to the exan by Yorkshire  and   Westminster,   Both   had   recently way in the agitation fur Kennomie and  Parliamentary and were strongholds of Whiggism; yet both the com the city had  recently acclaimed  the conduct of Pitt. Mason, a well-known poet of tlio.se clays, who, with the re parson, Wyvill, bad fathered the Yorkshire Reform AH.SC was now working bard on behalf of George III and Pittl'ecl, therrb t»4*«"» (h-JuuuUittn^ thr jurfujftaiUry tlrafti t»f theii Tils* t.'uy »*!' I,«ii«l««i}8 ihr- h«»me «»f blatant Whig|{i*im . «.il thr Wilkri *4lT.yi, tt«»w th^fiknl fill Inr hi-i firrvit'cri him tti (rcciiMiu, wjth the #tt't:u«}|J»tiiS{««it of it u<»UI ritie intu ihr i.-.ity **n 4Sth Kehrnary to receive t)!irr *»» thr J^lti, hr- ij»r,*k questitw «i turning «»tt th.it «f nt»ml»rr-* its Ihr H«»u">r.
